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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 9 and 13-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 9 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
Aoshima et al. (US 4,668,761). 

Aoshima discloses a process in which a tube having a diameter of 4mm outer 
and 1 mm inner is made by extrusion and stretching at temperatures up to the 
softening point of an "acetal copolymer" made by Polyplastic having the 
tradename DURACON M25-04. See Examples 1-12 in column 15. Note that the 
polyacetal copolymers have applicants comonomer units "1" at column 11, lines 
9-14 including branching units such as pentaerythritol derived units. Note that the 
MFI is 1-20 at column 1 1 , Iines16-18 and 90-99% of oxymethylene recurring 
units are present at column 11, lines 20-25. Applicants' remarks in the first 
complete paragraph of their remarks of 12-1-05 admit that Duracon M25-04 has 
a monomeric composition and Ml such that it meets the limitations pertaining to 
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the polyoxymethylene copolymer component. With re to applicants limitations re 
stretching, such are found in (control) experiments 13 and 14 in Table 1 as set 
out at lines 44-45 of column 15 including applicants use of atmospheric pressure. 

Applicant's arguments filed 12-1-05 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. As set out above the use of atmospheric pressure is 
disclosed in the control example of the patent. Patentees use a temperature of 
160 degrees centigrade, within the claimed range. While patentees of course 
teach against use of atmospheric pressure, control examples 13 and 14 of the 
patent nonetheless "describe" applicants invention within the meaning of 35 USC 
102(b). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jeffrey C. Mullis 
at telephone number 571 272 1075. 



Jeffrey C. Mullis 

J Mullis 

Art Unit 1711 



JCM 




2-10-06 



